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tl is said ihat Shakcspcsrc Tisilctl Scdhn^, Ihe familj'-castle in BreckiinckitiR : 
and Malone guesses that i( «-ns whuD there that he fL-ll in with (he word "Pud." 
Ni-ar tjcelhiog, tlicte is Cwii-l'miky, or I'wcca, the Cloblin'fi valley, which belm^ 
til ihc \'iiuyhnns ; and Croftun Crokur gives, in his FaiiT 
I.qjeuils, a fae-simile uf a pmtiail, drawn by a WdJi 
|>i.'3>nnl, of a IVcca, which (whomt) he himself had leoi 
hitiinj; oi) a iiiilL--slonc, l>y the niadsiile, in the early tnonw^ 
a very unlikfly [)ersona(;e, one would think, to say, — 
" I gi'i 1 C" ; lutik how I go J 
Swifter than attuw from the Tartar's bow." 




We 



e easily imagiw 



"Thatd 



e of those Spriiti- 



By the triple Hec 
From tlie iircsencc of the Sun, 
Kolluu'iiig darkness like a dream." 
We confess to being eonsideiably affected when we look al 
tills odd little fellow, us he au iberi: with his innocent np- 
lurncil loes, and a certain fiirlont digni'y a"'! meek sadness, 
as of "one who once had wiiif^n." What is he? an<l whence? 
Is lie a surlace ut a salislance? is he smoolli and warm? is 
he (;iiK»y, like a blackln-rry ? or has he on him " the nivcii 
" Sic Stdehat." (liiwii of darkucss," like aii unfledged chick of night T and if 
u'c .smoothed him, would lie smile? Does that large e)'e wink* and is it a hole 
through to the other side ! (whatever thai may be ;) and is that a small crescent moon 
of darkness swimming in its disc ? or does the eye disclose a bright ti^ht from within, 
ivlierc his soul sits and enjoys bright day! Is he a jxiint of admiration whose head is 
lull heavy, oi a quaver or crotchet that has lost his ueighlxiuTS, and bllcn out of the 
Ncaie ! Is he an aspiring Tadpole in search of an iilea ? What have been and what 
will be the fortunes of this our small Nigel (jV/fii/wl? Think of "Ella" having 
him sent up from the Goblin \'alley, packed in wiwl, and liiuling him lively ! how he 
and "Mary" woulil doat upon him, feeding him upon some eel eslial unspeakable /a/, 
"sweeter than the lids of Juno's eyes, or Cytlicreas breath." llow the brother and 
>isler would croon over him " with murmurs made to bless." calling him their " tender 
novice" "in the iirst blocini of his nigritude," tbeir litlaleil slraajler from the "rear 
■.f darkness tliin," their little niaht-sh.Tile, not deadly, their infantile Will-o'-the-wisp 
i-.iught before his sins, their "poor lilol," "their innocent lllackness," their "dim 
Siieck." — Dr. Jokn Sromn's " Jfora ^ubsecha," 2iid Stria, iHCt.ffi. 12-1 j. 
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NOTE. 

j] HE Rer. Dr. A. B. Ghosaht. Brookljm House. Blaokburn. 

Lsncoiihire, begs rc«peclfuUy to invlli! ihc stlcnlloii of whocTci 

lec^ves ttt^ Fn>s[Mcni9, etc., to the inlcnJeJ commenccmcal nl 

a new series of privaidy -printed books. As vrith. tlie Ocr*. 

SIONAI. laSTJES (38 vols., 4(0) Which were cirrleil on simultn- 

iwously with the CBPRTSEY WORTH Itts' LjIiRARY, it Is propiwil 

to mnlie tlie ' I'uck Libriry " also ' oecasiunal ' {n single volume 

only at a time, as a ruU, being issued nt longer nnd' Ghortci 

cr sair/i ytart, as may he found best or possible) in 

H w!(li 'The Hulh IjStu?.' Thct latter being withlTi lueftsnrable distance 

"^fletlon of its most exteosive Worthy, viz.i Robbbi' GeKCNe, and the nr^w 

idne well-ndvnDi*d, and to be CQunpleted early in 1884, Dr. Gioaait ftelt 

' e ths ' Puck Library ' lbisurblv, be can now respond to nomKoas re- 

tibraty ' will consist of two forms. 

' ilSino. 0) Foolscap-quarto— Dutch hand-made paper, uiitiimmed. 

~ I intendetl to average 304 pages, 32 lines cai each, besides headings, 

... price (with two exceptioos) ef one _guiiua for the smaller, and ha- 

_ lai^ pspo" — 'he latter to have encluEive portraits, fnc-Biiuilef nnd Toany 

tions. The type will boCaslon's 0!d-face Pica, and tlie qtmiitity in vncb 

,_naidetab!y cjtceed the pageof the "Iluth Library.' In two instancts, 

or Northampton and Thomas CoBvaTE, and postibly others, tiierc 

Jf, fot page, line far line, word for word, point for point, repioduelion — 

ilttaiiied by non-leading the imperial l6mo, and leading the foolscap 4tD. 

estund to 40 rmes per page, within mica, ftc, and will be umloimlj' 

Sd, small paper, and £^ Js. 6d. large paper, per voL Exi"i(i>-stCAI.tV 

' will be ns beouliflil books as any book-lover need covet, Eotli 

ii, half-doth (blue) maroon-lettered, gilt. INTRINSIC ALLY the 

u't'Thron^ bog, through bush, through brake, through briar,'' 

^ "pleflsant places ;" white, URtnetaphorlcally, the issues will be 

JEaders to turn from "grave to gay, ftom lively to severe." 

:.iimfania IhU Pi-oaMctus, and whea 102 names for the smaller. 

fiave been enrolled — hi the exact itrder rfcieued — the 'Fuck 

ud {Dfo volatte). On issae of vol I, the prices — as wilh the 

imaty details of his other privatcly-pruitcd books, etc, and be 
sympathetic interest of fellnw book-lovers in 'pbidng' ibe 
In be snbscribed Tor, or snpainlely taken up. 
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*4is* For a vignette of * Puck ' in title-page throughout of the * Puck Library,* I owe 
right hearty thanks to my accomplished artist-poet friend Mr. W. J. Linton, who most 
kindly designed and executed it for me as a gift ; for the quaint cuts in this Prospectus 
I am again indebted to the Rev. J. W. Ebsworth, M. A., Molash. I would especially 
note the tail-piece. My good friend caught up my * fancy ' and deftly gave it this droll 
form — one of many kindnesses from one as gifted as he is large-hearted. 






THE PUCK LIBRARY. 




. SUMMARY OF THE NAMES OF BOOKS INTENDED TO BE 
REPRODUCED. 

. N pursuing my manifold researches for my suc- 
cessive privateiy-printed Libraries — extending 
now over a goodly number of years — I have 
come across books from time to time of which 
— speaking generally — I found nobody seemed 
to know more than bits of their titles in a dim 
and uncertain way ; and more frequently than not, nothing at all 
has been known, even in cultured circles. 

Having made it my task of love to read these books, I have 
been increasingly impressed with two things : — 

(a) The truth of Dr. Thomas Fuller's observation, that 
"Learning [in the wide sense] has gained most by 
those books by which the printers have lost." 
(d) T]\t fantastigue of fate that has befallen not a few books 
measurelessly richer and quicker than many of those 
that have won men's ears. 
The latter has suggested my new title ; for it is as though a 
tricksy PuCK rather than JUSTICE had presided over the destiny 
of such books as I designate. 

I believe that the hastiest glance over the names and details of 
this Prospectus, will vindicate my decision and purpose to recall 
them to the light of the present day in the intended " Puck 
Library." 



6 'Puck' Library Prospectus. 

One might as well argue against the fineness and abiding 
(intrinsic) value of that bag of "spade guineas" (as they are called) 
fetched out the other week from behind an ancient panel — hidden 
away there from Henry VIII. — as maintain that because for- 
sooth these and kindred books have fallen out of sight and human 
knowledge by the accidents of circumstance, they are inferior to 
those known. 

To begin with — and so put the thing practically, albeit for 
reasons stated onward, this will be distinct from the ' Puck 
Library — it is surely not very creditable that up to this time 
we have no critical or scholarly edition of the 

l^rosc SStnrlts of Jiol)" iUiiton. 

Of the Poetry of England's second name in Literature — the 
first of all literatures being indisputable — we have admirable 
collective editions, culminating in Keightley's and Professor 
Masson's. But except typographically, nothing adequate has been 
done for the Prose. No one who has personally investigated 
the matter will dispute this, e.g., no attempt has been made to 
COLLATE the successive editions, or to record various readings, 
or to annotate their various learning, or to trace reading, refer- 
ences, &c., &c. I give all honour to Poland and Dr. Charles 
Symmons and the Rev. John Mitford and Robert Fletcher and 
J. A, St. John, and in the United States, R. W. Griswold {New 
York, 1847), for their printing, with more or less completeness, of 
Milton's Prose. But over and above their (generally) un- 
trustworthy texts and higgledy-piggledy arrangement (e.g^ 
'Accidence' with the 'Defensio' in Mitford's!) and almost utter 
absence of apparatus, there is this fundamental want — that the 
complete Prose writings of a prominent scholar have never been 
worthily edited by or for scholars.* The beautiful Whittinghanf 

• I am aware of and appreciale various fnifinientaTy efforts to assert the supiemscy 
of Milton's Piose, e.g., T. H. While's Review of Johnson's Criticism on the slyle of 
Milton's English Prose (lElS) ; A. GelTroy's Etude snr les Pamphlets politiques el 
teligieus tie Milton (184S); G. Liebi^it's Stu<liea zur Ge»^ichte des englucfaen 
Gei5te3(l86o). To these fall to be added Poetry of Milton's Prose, by C. (lSzf>$ 
Dr., Samuel Manning's "Selections" {\%(>%); and J. J. G. Graham's "SelectiajS 
from the Prose Works" {1870). Then " Areopagilica " has been worthily edittd, gt 
in the Clarendon Prcsi Series, by Professor Holes (1863) ; by T. G. Osbom (187^ 
and by Mr. Arber (with some othersl ; and so with several of Milton's prose boolo^ 
But all these put together would not make a single volume of our ediliou. 
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or Chiswick Press edition, published by William Pickering (8 
vols. 8vo. 185 1) are handsome volumes ; but when one has said 
this, one has said all that ho^iestly can be said. For even a 
superficial examination reveals slovenly perfunctory work in 
almost every conceivable way. It is specially to be lamented that 
the later reprint of the first issue from the same Press, was con- 
fined to a semi-facsimile of the first. Examination proves that the 
re-editor did not care to ' take trouble.' It is a MISTAKE that, 
the new Editor was a pre-eminent Scholar of Cambridge If he 
had undertaken the task — a task worthy of the foremost — perhaps 
no living man could have drawn upon ampler resources of 
learning. But the Scholar referred to had nothing whatever to do 
with the Pickering reprint ; and hence, while comely volumes for 
the library shelves, neither of the two editions is of critical value. 
Besides, neither includes the " De Doctrina Christiana," and 
though published subsequently, the reprint is utterly oblivious 
of the abundant new printed and MS. Works, revealed by 
W. D. Hamilton, Esq., in the famous Camden Society volume of 
"Original Papers" — new matter equal to two if not three of 
our volumes. * 

It has long been my ambition to render (tardy) justice to the 
Prose of Milton, by furnishing a text as accurate as in- 
violate, with all various readings, and such apparatus of intro- 
ductions and notes and illustrations and glossary, as should put 
the Prose abreast of the very best editions of the Poetry. No 
labour ought to be spared to bring all available light to bear on 
Works that — with every deduction — stand among the grandest 
Prose of English Literature. 

From the number and quality of scholars who have suggested 
and urged upon me to undertake the Prose of Milton, I feel that 
I can count on no common co-operation and help ; and so I 
cherish a modest hope of producing a really ADEQUATE edition. I 
must add that albeit the neglect of the Prose of Milton should 
make it a fitting part of the * Puck * Library in so far as that element 
goes, I yet am conscious of a certain grotesqueness in ranging 
it under such a name — much as the Baptists in their * Baptist 
Library * claiming John Milton as * one of them * ! Accordingly 
I propose to make the Prose of Milton a separate and 
disti7tct work from the * Puck ' Library proper. Hence I have 
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Ochine and of Jewell, and the Countess of Pembroke's 
kindred translations of Mornay and Garnier, and their minor 
things. 

I count it almost an opprobrium that literary students to-day 
must sigh fruitlessly for the possession of any one, much more 
for all the books of these names. And yet none will gainsay 
that in all these we have thoroughly representative men and 
" fair Ladies " — names that still set our pulses a-beating. It will 
truly be a labour of love to me to include them all in the 
* Puck Library." 

My next group will explain some of the adjectives of my Pro- 
spectus's title-page. They are of the " Curiosities of Literature," 
but much more than that. They are again phenomenal, ^nd this in 
relation to some of the finest intellects of England and of Europe. 
I refer to the pursuit of the " Philosopher's Stone," that was some- 
how to create or find — gold. It is uncritical to deny that AL- 
CHEMY for long held in allegiance men of strong, subtle brain 
and unimpeachable veracity. Almost tragical is the story of 
the "vain search ;" or rather it is pathetic to think how modern 
Chemistry has entered into possession of what these passionate 
Thinkers and insistent Experimentalists only yearned after. 

No more singular literature exists than that which grew around 
the controversies of the Alchemists. I think it due to the name 
and fame of the many pre-eminent Englishmen who were * led 
captive' by this pseudo-science, that some of their books — 
typical of the whole — should be available, so that we of to-day 
may get to their stand-points, and so under-standing, (less or 
more) pronounce our verdicts on a basis of knowledge and not 
(as too often) of crass ignorance. 

I have examined and studied an immense number of this class 
of books. I once thought of choosing Elias Ashmole's renowned 
quarto of collective tractates (" Theatrum Chemicum Britanni- 
cum," 1652) and also Sir Christopher Heydon's and George Ripley's 
" Defences " and '* Attacks " in connection with the Hermetique 
Mysteries. But after deliberation I cannot think of a set of 
books of this peculiar type so noticeable and so representative, as 
those of Thomas Vaughan, twin-brother of Henry Vaughan, 
Silurist. Accordingly I propose to reproduce them, together 
with the astounding, almost incredible Controversies between him 
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and Dr. Henry More the PlatoAist. I can promise the consti- 
tuents of the " Puck Library " as original an intellectual treat as 
is anywhere to be had, in these tiny booklets — all to-day scarce 
as the * spade guineas ' earlier named. I hope so to re-state the 
position of the Alchemists as to interest ; though, of course, their 
mists have long been dissolved by the clearer light of i8th and 
19th century experiment and observation. 

A further selection is perhaps as unaccountable in its being 
needed as any of the books of the intended " Puck Library." 

Two volumes are now before me of which no other exemplars 
than themselves are known to mortal : — 

(a) The Booke of Bvlls, Baited with two Centuries of bold Jells and ninable Lies. 

Ofj, a Combat betweene Sence and Nonfence, being at flrife who Ihall infufe 
mod Myrth into the gentle Reader. A Treatife in variety of pleafure fecond 
to none euer yet printed in the Englifli-Tongue : wherein is contained nothing 
alreadie publifhed. Collected by A. S. Gent. 1636. 

(b) A New Booke of Miflakes. Or, Bulls with Tales and Buls without Tales. 

But no lyes by any meanes. 1637. 

I do not here enter on the authorship or editorship of these 
books — variously mis-assigned to John Taylor the Water Poet, 
and Robert Chamberlaine and Richard Brathwait, and others, 
but certes Mark Lemon's Book of Jests in the " Golden Treasury " 
series, is a poor thin flat back-boneless affair beside them. There 
is a raciness, a point, a directness, a dexterity, a humorous wit 
and a witty humorousness and a homely aptness of phrasing in 
them, most remarkable. But perhaps the most striking thing of 
all about them is that their jests and stories, flashes and quips, 
are rarely to be met with elsewhere. I must add that with the 
merest modicum of exception they are not ^ broad ' or vulgar. 

I intend to place beside them these : — 

(c) Gratise Ludentes. lefts from the Vniuerfitie. By H. L. 1638. 

(d) Bogg-Witticifms : Or, Dear Joy's Common- Places. Being a Compleat Collec- 

tion of the moft Profound Punns, Learned Bulls, Elaborate Quibbles, and 
Wife Sayings of fome of the Natives of Teague-Land. Shet fourd vor Gene- 
raul Nouddification : And Coullecfled bee de grete Caare and Panifti-Tauk- 
ing of oour Laurned Countreemann, Mac O Bonniclabbero of Drogheda 
Knight of the Mendicant order : Printed for Evidanfh Swear-all in Lack- 
Planfh Lane. n.d. 

(e) The Witty Jefts and Mad Pranks of John Frith commonly called the Merry- 

conceited Mafon, Brother and Fellow-Traueller with Captain James Hinde 
the Famous High -way -man. 1673. 
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In association with these Jest Books, I have resolved to fur- 
nish this : — 

(f) The Tincker of Tvrvey, his merry Paflime in his paffing from Billingigate to 
Graues-End. The Barge being Freighted with Mirth, and Mann'd 

( Trotter the Tincker. 
Yerker, a Cobler. 
Thumper, a Smith. 
Sr. Rowland a Scholler. 
^Blufler a Sea-man. 
And other Mad-merry fellowes, euery-One of them Telling his Tale : All 
which Tales are full of Delight to Reade ouer, and full of laughter to be 
heard. Euery Tale-Teller being defcribed in a Neate Characfler. . . . 1630. 

This is a reprint of "The Cobler of Canterbury" of 1590 and 
1608, and is out-and-out entertaining. Mr. J. O. Halliwell- 
Phillipps in 1859 reprinted in twenty-six copies (most destroyed 
by fire) this 1630 and Mr. F. OUVRY that of 1608 in still fewer 
copies. What " The Tincker of Turvey " is for Elizabethan 
English manners and times, the following are for Carolian, and 
which ought long since to have been revived ; and so I shall add 
» them : — 

iPtariS]^ {%*) The Ten Pleafures of Marriage, relating all the delights and content- 
ments that are mask'd under the bands of Matrimony. 1682. 

Ibid, The Confeflion of the new-married Couple, being the fecond part of the 
Ten Pleafures of Marriage. Relating the further delights and contentments 
that ly mask'd vnder the bands of Wedlock. 1683. 

With the exception of the entry in the Bodleian Catalogue, these 
two books were entirely undescribed until the Huth Catalogue. 
They were all but certainly printed and illustrated in Holland, 
and in small numbers ; which so far explain how two books so 
likely to become popular, disappeared from circulation. They 
present graphic and interesting pictures of English middle- 
class life in the 17th century, and considerable humour and 
spirit. They will admirably complete the lesser stories and 
anecdotes of the Jest-Books. Mr. W. C. Hazlitt in his capital 
"Old English Jest Books I' or (so-called) "Shakespeare Jest Books*' 
(1864, 3 vols.), shows no knowledge whatever of any one of all 
these books : and yet he tells us his object was to " bring 
together .... the principal collections of Jests which appeared 
in this country during the i6th and 17th centuries! " 

I have now to name another book — additional to Lord 
Northampton's — that I propose to reproduce page for page, 
line for line, word for word, point for point, and within rules and 
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all the antique accompaniments (as in Note prefixed, page 3). 
There comes then, Thomas Cory ate, whose ample title-pages 
run as follow : — 

Coryats Crvdities Haftily gobled vp in fiue Moneths trauells in France, Sauoy, 
Italy, Rhetra, commonly called the Grifons country, Heluetia alias Switzer- 
land, fome parts of high Germany, and the Netherlands ; Newly-digefted in 
the hungry aire of Odcombe in the County of Somerfet, & now difperfed to 
the nourifliment of the trauelling Members of the Kingdome. Three Crvde 
Veines are prefented in this Booke following (befides the forefaid Crvdities) 
no lefs flowing in the body of the Booke, then the Crvdities themfelues, twq • 
of Rhetoricke and one of Poefie. That is to fay, a moil elegant Oration, 
firft written in the Latine tongue by Hermannus Kirchneros, a Ciuill Lawyer 
.... in praife of Trauell in generall. Now dillilled into Engliih Spirit 
through the Odcombian Limbecke. This precedeth the Crvdities. Another 
alfo compofed by the Author of the former, in praife of Trauell of Germanic 
in particular, fublimed and brought over the Helme in the Stillitorie of the 
faid Trauelling Thomas : This about the Center or Nauell of the Crvdities. 
Then in the Pofteme of them, looke, and thou (halt find the Pofthume Poems 
of the Authors Father, comming as neere Kinfemen to the worke, being 
next of blood to the Booke, and yonger brothers to the Author himfelfe. 
1611. 

Further : 

Coryats Crambe, or His Colwort Twife Sodden, And Now ferued in with other 
Macaronicke diflies, as the fecond courfe to his Crvdities. i6ii. * 

Also: 

The Odcombian Banqvet : Diflied foorth by Thomas the Coriat, and Serued by 
a number of Noble Wits in prayfe of his Crvdities and Crambe. i6i i. 

Whether regard be had to the " Crvdities " themselves, or to 
the " wise fooling " of all the author's foren^ost contemporaries 
in their verse-tributes, it does seem singular that no reproduction 
of Coryate has been attempted since that of 1776 (3 vols. 8vo). 
The " Crvdities " and " Odcombian Banquet" are of those prepos- 
terous books, that the literary investigator is continually wish- 
ful to see, and can't. I mean to furnish them in all completeness 
and with all the original illustrations (in 1. p.). ' Fool' as Thomas 
Coryate indubitably was — as certainly as was his king (James I.) 
— he had (like his monarch) seeing eyes and a small shrewd in- 
tellect. Hence there are glimpses of Europe in his " Crvdities," 
and observations of men and things, that have been a preserving 
salt to this hour. 

* In the Huth Library Catalogue, j.«., we read — **On the 2nd October, 1617, 
was entered to Mafter [John] Beale A Booke called * A Letter from Thomas Coryate 
to his Mother.' " See Arber, vol. iii. p. 284. *' It is no longer known." This is a 
mistake ; the * Letter ' is found attached to the * Crvdities ' in the Author's gift-copy to 
Henry Prince of Wales, now in the Grenville Library, 
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Perhaps no contemporary writer in the fields of our historic- 
biographic Literature was so well-furnished, so pains-taking, so 
honest, so self-forgetting, so capable all round, as William 
Oldys ; and yet his contributions to our national literary bio- 
graphy have been suffered to remain largely in MS. only, while every 
labourer since has drawn upon them, albeit (eheu) an honourable 
few alone have acknowledged their obligations, e,g,y his annotated 
copy of Langbaine's Account of tJie English Dramatick Poets, 
1691, is literally crammed with his minute notes ; and I for one 
have very rarely consulted the precious book uselessly. But this 
is only one of numerous similarly annotated books; the most 
important certainly, yet only of kin and kind with others. It 
has for years been my conviction that the annotated "Account" 
ought to be reproduced literatinty that its rich and unexhausted 
stores may be put in possession of literary men, and that henceforth 
modest William Oldys may receive that too-long-withheld recog- 
nition that belongs to him. The original "Account" fortunately is 
preserved in the National Library. Besides it, there are tran- 
scriptions — more or less, oftener less than more, accurate — 
in the same Library by Haslewpod and others ; and there has 
been a successive accretion of further ' Notes * by a number of 
Bibliographers. I have studied these "Additions," but they 
look meagre and supererogatory beside Oldys's. I never would 
dream of printing them in fully albeit I shall glean here and 
there and mark with the author's initials, such as correct 
the text or otherwise illumine. But over and above the com- 
plete text of Langbaine's "Account" along with all Oldys's 
annotations, I propose to bring together all Oldys's other 
notes from all their scattered sources. To those who do not 
chance to know the multitude, variety, aptness, reconditeness, 
weight, of these " Notes," I commend the delightful tractate on 
William Oldys, by W. J. Thoms, Esq. — than which even he has 
given to the world no more valuable as no more genial booklet. 
I believe that the three volumes thus to be consecrated to 
William Oldys will be no common accession of historic- 
biographic materials for all workers. Hitherto slices alone have 
been served, now the whole savory joint shall be supplied. As 
a companion to Oldys I shall associate the following : 

d)f atrum ^0^^1'Uni> or a compleat Colle<5lion of the Poets, Efpecially the 
most Eminent of all Ages. The Antients diftinguilh*t from the Modemes in 
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their fcveral Alphabets. With fon 
of them, particularly thofe of our 
Difcourle of Ihe Poets anJ Poetry 



t obrervations and Rcflciftions upon -wMcf 
)wn Nation. Together with a Pre&toiy 
1 Geaerall 1675. 



This too little known book by the (literary) nephew of John 
Milton — Edward Phillips — in the "Prefatory Difcourfe" 
and " Obfervations " and " Refleftions," and in many of the ver- 
dicts^ as on Shakespeare and the Elizabeth an- Jacobean Poets 
and Dramatists — reveals the 'fine Roman hand' and the rich learn- 
ing and penetrative judgment of the illustrious uncle. The 
hands are the hands of Esau, but the voice is the voice of Jacob, 
Or unmetaphorically, we have substantially, in the "Theatrum 
Poetarum," the Uterary judgment of John Milton on his pre- 
decessors and contemporaries. Nevertheless the book has dis- 
appeared, and save in occasional copies of the Lee Priory reprint, 
is not to be had. This I hope to remedy. 

Going forward, I think that JOHN Skelton has never had 
adequate critical labour spent on his Poetry — and it /j poetry. 
Mr. Dyce did a good deal in his collective edition (2 vols. 8vo., 
1843, with addenda), yet hardly with his wonted painstaking, and 
certainly without his usual insight. The pretty little American 
reprint (Boston, 3 vols. i2mo., i8(j4), is in certain points a decided 
advance upon Dyce 's — itself long 'out of print,' as is also the 
American I find — but the unique or extremely rare original and 
early texts demand collation and well-weighed sifting. It so 
happens that a bookish friend has made a specialty of collecting 
the Works of Skelton, and the whole will be placed at my un- 
reserved service. With Gower {prospectively by the present 
erudite Bodleian Librarian), and Chaucer and other of the early 
Makers, being inestimably reproduced, it seems unfair that one 
so whole-hearted, so edged and voluble of tongue, so drastic of 
speech, so fearless in describing to the life, and every-way so 
memorable, should not be ' in print.' I know no (early) Poet of 
England who yields so distinct vision of the very 'form and 
pressure ' of the age as this leal and FrencJi-like light Singer. 
He wore the Cap and Bells ; but his was wise and pathetic fool- 
ing. There was righteous wrath within it all, and patriotic ruth 
behind his jesting. He himself claimed as much : — 

" Though my rime be ragged, 
Tatter'd and jagged, 
Rudely roine- beaten, 
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Rufly and moth-eaten ; 
If ye take wel therewith, 
It hath in it some pith." 

I mean to spend no little time and pains in reproducing JOHN 
Skelton worthily. Still more uncared for hitherto has been 

whose great — truly great " Pastime of Pleasure, or the Historic 
of Grand Amoure and La Belle PuceV written in 1506 and 
printed in 1 509, it is simple grotesquerie that students of Spenser 
should not have access to. It is the connecting link (golden too) 
between the Canterbury Tales and the Faery Queen, Mediae- 
valism is passing and the Renaissance light breaking in this 
remarkable old Singer. If the "Pastime" had been better known 
by those who ought to have known it (and the rest of the same 
Poet's verse) there would not have been so much uncritical 
nonsense written of Spenser's Allegory and informing sentiment. 
The traditionary verdicts on Hawes rest on downright ignorance 
of what he really has written. Even the better-inclined betray 
sorrowfully superficial knowledge of his ingenuity in allegory, 
originality in personification, vividness of portrayal, melody of 
utterance and human-ness of sympathy. Granted that there is 
inevitable prolixity and tedium and over-frequent looseness of 
workmanship and penury of wording. Let the date of his death 
— before 1530 at latest — extenuate these faults. But in the 
"Pastime of Pleasure '* and the minor writings, there remains- 
ample reward for the most painstaking study. Moreover — as 
intimated — it is necessary to master STEPHEN Hawes in order 
to come understand in gly to Spenser. And yet nobody to day 
can get his Poetry — for the 'selections' of SOUTHEY and 
Wright and Laing, scarcely deserve mention, over and above 
being long * out of print.' I have no hesitation in girding myself 
to the solid task of furnishing his complete Works. The 
following are the (summary) titles of his books : — 

{a) The Hiftorie of Graunde Amoure and la bell Pucel, called the Paftime of 
pleafure, coteining the knowledge of the fete fciences, and the courfe of mans 
life in this worlde. Inuented by Stephen Hawes, grome of kyng Henry the 
feuenth his chamber 1554 — to be collated with others. 

{b) Here foloweth a compendyous (lory, and it is called the exemple of Vertu in the 
whiche ye fhall fynde many goodly ftorys and naturall dysputacyons bytwene 

four ladyes named Hardynes, Sapyence, Fortune and Nature 1530 

— collated with earlier. 
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{c) The Conuercyon of Swerers. , , . 1 509-1 540. 

(d) A jo5rfull Medytacyon to all Englande of the coronacyon of . . 
Henry the eyght. {Wynkn de Worde, n.d.) 

{e) Minor Things. 

This Poet in his " Compendyous Story " thus modest 
trophises his precursors : — 

" O prudent Gower in langage pure 
Without corrupcyon mofl facundyous 
O noble Chaucer euer moll fure 
Of fruytfull fentence r}'ght delycyous 
O vertuous Lydgate moche fentencyous 
Vnto you all I do me excufe 
Thoughe I can not your connynge vfe." 

From my studies and preparations for the new Lif 
new Spenser, I have necessarily read and re-read all 
cursers ; and specifically I have all along felt shut u 
something towards reviving STEPHEN Hawes, as havi 
next to Chaucer, the most influental factor in the Poet < 
poetical education — as will appear. 

I have also resolved to return to my * first love ' an 
worthy and careful edition of the complete Poems of 
Constable. I have twice postponed this ; but now me 
at it with a will. Very many book-lovers have pre! 
upon me. I have been fortunate enough to secure e: 
interesting new biographical and other materials. Hov 
that all biographers and editors should have been un 
this Poet's considerable volume " Refvtation de V ecrit d( 

Daniel Silenus," 1601 ! Neither "Diana, The f 

his Mistres in certaine sweete sonnets" (1592-94) ; nor 
sional " Sonnettes ;" nor his " Spiritual '* Sonnets, ha 
critically dealt with in the light of printed texts an 
Fortunately Todd's Manuscript is preserved in th 
Collection, as well as other MSS. in the British Mus 
hope also to make the " sweet Singer," Constable, more % 
accessible in a later //^^//j/^^^^f issue — reserving that right 

I have now to introduce another series of Books tha' 
of designating 

Literary Flotsam and Jetsam. 

I have from time to time * put aside ' tractates of t 
six, eight, sixteen, twenty-four leaves and upwards, tha 
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to have been 'used up' when originally published, or *cast away' ; 
for only solitary exemplars, or twos and threes, are now known 
of them. After sifting and re-sifting my collections, I feel that 
I cannot possibly err in expecting acceptance for a couple of 
volumes of the *Puck Library* devoted to bringing together 
such presentations of the ' public opinion ' and voices in the air, 
of the periods. They embrace history, biography, epoch-making 
events, "burning questions," side-lights on manners, customs, 
beliefs, superstitions, credulities, observances, condition of society 
upper and nether, and scarcely-to-be-reckoned-up elucidations 
and illustrations^ of our national History, Manners and Liter- 
ature. My selection is wide not narrow, e.g,, personally siding 
with the Puritans earlier and the Roundheads rather than 
with the Royalists, i.e., for the Kingdom not the Kings (Charles 
L and IL), I shall allow both sides to speak. Wherever I 
have found still quick materials to aid insight and realization 
of the Past I have included them. I am confident that no- 
where else has even an attempt been made to thus preserve 
tractates that no money could buy and that scarcely any literary 
inquirers can see. Private libraries containing them have been 
generously and confidingly opened to me. I intend to make one 
group reveal contemporary sentiment on "the Armada" of 1588, 
as follows : — 

^rtnotrs of 1588. etc. A Skeltonicall Salutation, Or condigne gratulation, And 
lull vexation, Of the Spanilh Nation, That in a bravado. Spent many a 
Crusado, In fetting forth an Armado, England to invado. 1589. 

The Holy Bull and Crusado of Rome : Firfl publiflied by the Holy father ' 

Gregory the XIII. and afterwards renewed and ratified by Sixtus the fift : 
for all thofe which defire full pardon and indulgence of their sinnes : and 
that for a little money, to weete, for two Spanifli Realls, viz. thirteene pence. 
Very plainely fet forth, and compared with the teftimony of the Holy 

Scriptures, to the great benefite and profit of all good Christians 

Together with a briefe declaration (fet downe in the beginning) which was 
founde in the Armado of Spaine, of the provde prefumption of the Spaniard : 
which through the infligation of the aforefaide Bulle, hath taken in hand the 
fetting forth of the invincible Army (as they terme it) out of Portingale, 
towards England, and the Lowe countries, in which Army the faide Bulle 
hath been founde, with other like things. Which Armado is come to con- 
fufion through the hand of the Almighty. . . . 1588. 

The Bleffednes of Brytaine, or a Celebration of the Queenes Holyday. 

Wherein is briefly difcourfed the mofl happy Regiment of her Highnes. 
Newly fet forth with a New Addition containing the late Accidents and 
Occurrents of the year '88 by M. Kyffin. 1588. 
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Armada — continued, Relacid delo fucedido ala Armada de fu Mageftad, defde 

queentro enel Canal de Inglaterra Agofto de 1588. Seuilla, 1588. 

%* Entirely unknown — and never has been translated from the Spanish, 
which it now shall be. 

The copie of a letter fent out of England to Don Bernardin Mendoza . . , 

declaring the ftate of England. . . . Whereunto are adioyned certaine late 
Aduertifements concerning the loffes and diftreffes happened to the Spanifli 
Nauie .... 1588. 

Another group will do the same, speaking broadly, for the 
* Parliament' of the Commonwealth. Your stately Historian 
avoids the realism of the conflift. These traftates give us it, hot 
and sharp. If the gloss or glory be taken off some names and 
things by these satires and attacks, all the more is it made plain 
how prodigious was the personality of Oliver Cromwell in so 
sovranly ruling such discordant forces and seething passions and 
so lifting up to * Roman height ' the name and fame of England. 
This type of literature is a library in itself. Mine is a gleaning 
from literally hundreds and hundreds. I believe they are tho- 
roughly representative. The following I name : — 

JBtniaf ISang. Or S' Pitifull Parliament on his Death-Bed. His pulfes felt 
by Do<5lor King, and his water cafl by Do(5lor Bifliop. His lafl will and 
Tellament, with his Death, Buriall, and Epitaph, By Mercurius Melan- 
cholicus. 1648. 

^Vi^iiS^ (Peter). The Survey of Policy : or A Free Vindicafion of the 
Commonwealth of England againft Salmafms, and other Royalifls. Leith. 

1653. 
JfartUttf %siSSxt^ The Englilh Fortune-Teller, or A New Almanacke and 
Prognoftication for the year of our Lord-leffe God-leffe Meridian, one thou- 
fand six hundred forty to two but we fuffere an Eclipfe. Being the fecond 
after Bufie-fe<5ls-tile, or Lop-Eare. Wherein is fet forth the Anatomic of our 
decaying Commonwealth .... 1643. 

iSroattf 1$. The Groanes and Pangnes of Tibvme, to be delivered of her long 
expe<5led burthen : That bloudy, monftrous, cruell, and mifchievous Parlia- 
ment, now at Weftminfter, diffembling with God, the King, the Country 
and City .... 1648. 

limit. The Kentifli Fayre. Or, The Parliament fold to their beft worth . . . 
Printed at Rochefter, and are to be fold to all thofe that dare buy them. 
1648. [Prose and Verse — fiercely Royalist]. 

llnaW 0f ClU^I^. Otherwife called A Game of Cards and Clvbs Trump. 
* Doe you not fee the Knave tum'd up. ' Rub and lofe Cards. Play faire 
and aboue board. 1643. [Anti-cavalier]. 

:WijEltrul Parliament brought to bed of a monftrous Childe of Reformation. 
With her 7 Yeers Teeming bitter Pangs, and hard Travaile, that fhe hath 
undergone in bringing forth her firft-bome (Being a precious Babe of Grace). 
With the cruelty of Miftris London her Midwife ; and great aflfec5Hon of 
Miftris Synod her Nurfe, Mrs. Schifme, Mrs. Priviledge, Mrs. Ordinance, 
Mrs. Vniverfall Toleration and Mrs. Leveller her Goflips. 1648. 
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<dut(r|?. The Out-Crie of the Kings at Weftminfter, or the Junto who call 
themfelves a Parliament. For their Lamentable banging at Colchefter, and 
the Havock made of their Sainted Army there, conducted by the gowty Rebel 
Tom Fairfex, by the gallant Royallifts 1648. [Prose and Verse], 

Cheapfide Croffe. The Refolution of the Roundheads to pull downe 

Cheap-fide, Being a zealous Declaration of the Grievances wherewith their 
little Wits are confumed to deftru(5lion .... 1641. 

^arltamnit The Parliament of Women. With the merry Lawes by them 
newly ena<5led. To live in more Eafe, Pompe, Pride, and wantonneffe : 
but efpecially that they might have fuperiority and domineere ouer their 
husbands .... 1640. 

The Last Will and Tellament of that monftrous, bloudy, tyrannicall, 

cruel and abominable Parliament diffembled at Weftminfter the 1 5 of May, 
1648. Being defperately fick, in every part of its ungodly Members, as well 
Committees, Sequeftrators, Agitators/ Sollicitors, Promoters, Clearkes, Doore- 
Keepers, and all other her untrue and unlawfull adherents, in manner and 
form as is here fpecified. 1648. 

The Parliament Mended, or ended. Or a Philter and halter for 



the two Houfes. Prefcribed by their Do(5lor Merccurius Elenticus 
Weftminfter, Printed at the figne of the Traytor's head .... 1648. 

The Devil and the Parliament : Or the Parliament and the Devill. 



A Conteftation between them for the precedencie. 1648. [Prose and Verse]. 

Slarf ^l^SflJicit. For the Church fick of an Ague. Prefcribing excellent and 
moft accurate Phyfick to be given to the Church. . . . 1642. 

QTurtl ^a((f • Or the money-mills muft be kept going : The Millers at Weft- 
minfter, the, Grift-bearei^, the Mill-horfes of the city, the Grindftones 
Rebellion, Tyranny, Oppreflion. A new difcovery of the wicked defigns of 
thofe that call themifelves a Parliament, of the bloodinefle of their Army, of 
the fordidneffe and fottiflineffe of the City, and the wretched eftate of the 
whole Kingdom at prefent. . . . 1648. 

Another group crystallizes around "burning questions" of 
the day, thus : — 

|l^anrtff0n (James). An exhortacion to the Scottes to conforme them felves to 
the honorable, expedient, and godly vnion betweene the twoo realmes of 
England and Scotlande. 1547. 

Wk\^t1^ZX Chriftian Faith may be kept fecret in the heart, without confeflion 
thereof openly to the Worlde as occafion fliall feme. Alfo what hurt com- 
meth by the that hath receiued the Gofpell, to be prefet at Maffe vnto the 
fimple and vnleamed. 1553. 

(!ri)tltt (Sir John). The hurt of Sedition, how grieuous it is to a common 
welth. Set out by Sir lohn Cheeke, Knight 1549. And now newly 
pervfed and printed the 14 of Dec. 1569. 

%yxx\ti^ (W. Cecil, Lord). The Execution of luftice in England for main- 
tenance of publique and Chriftian peace, againft certaine ftirrers of fedition, 
and adherents to the traytors and enemies of the Realme, without any Per- 
fecution of them for queftions of Religion, as is falfely reported and publilhed 
by the fautors and fofterers of this treafon. . . . 1584. 
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jprtnman (Arthur). The Bible-Bearer. By A. N. fometimes of Trinity 
College in Oxford. 1607. 

*#* Heber writes — " Of the scarce books of this class printed about this 
time * The Bible Bearer ' is certainly one of the most rare. Is 
there a perfect genuine copy known ? " I answer — yes, and 
ready for my use. It is a wickedly clever satire against the 
Puritan Party. 

JBu ^al = the projected 'Spanish marriage.* Rofa Hifpani-Anglica, &c. 
The Spanifli-Englifli Rofe, or the Englilh-Spanilh Pomgranet. 1623. 

^Sp of "SSiXAt^XS^* Or a Dialogue Betweene V[nited Provinces] and 
E[ngland] concerning the going of Qu[een] M[ary] into V[nited Provinces]. 
V. much lamenteth therefore and is not comforted by E[nglandJ. 1641. 

fttO^^* Newes, True Newes, Laudable Newes, Citie Newes, Court Newes, 

Countrey Newes : the World is mad, or it is a mad World my Mailers, 

efpecially now when in the Antipodes thefe things are come to paffe. 1642. 

*#* A humorous description of supposed state of affairs at the Antipodes, 

where everything is represented as conducted on diametrically 

opposite principles to those in force here. 

^altntr (Herbert). "Memorials of Godlines and Christianity," including 
" The Character of a Christian in Paradoxes and seeming Contradictions ' 
(1644-55) — so long mis-assigned to Bacon. [My "Lord Bacon not the 
Author of The Christian Paradoxes" (1865), having gone *out of print" 
instaniery many requests have reached me for a new edition.] 

L fourth group vividly present us the * living aspe6l ' and cha- 
ers of the age socially, as follows : — 

%KvAtli. Maroccus Extaticus. Or, Bankes Bay Horfe in a Trance. A dif- 
courfe fet downe in a merry dialogue between Bankes and his beafl : 
Anatomizing fome abufes and bad trickes of this age. Written and inftituted 
to mine Hofl of the Belfauage, and all his honefl Guefts. By John Dando 
the wierdrawer of Hadley, and Harrie Runt, head Oilier of Bofomes Inne. 

1595. 

iStei^tan (Roger). The Bayte and Snare of Fortune. Wherein may be seen 
that money is not the only caufe of mifchefe and vnfortunat endes ; but a 
neceifary mean to mayntayne a vertuous quiet lyfe. Treated in a Dialoge 
betweene man and money. 1558. [Verse] 

ISatDllfall, The Downefall of Temporizing Poets, unlicenil Printers, upilart 
Bookfellers, trotting Mercuries, and bawling Hawkers. Being a very pleafant 
Dialogue between Light-foot the Mercury, and Suck-bottle the Hawker, 
Red-Nofe the Poet being Moderator .... 1641. 

4Sar|ani» The Hospitall of Incvrable Fooles : Ere<5led in Englilh, as near the 
firil Italian modell and platforme, as the unikilfull hand of an ignorant 
Archite(5l could deuife .... i6cx). 

d00Sfn^tn (Edward). The Prayfe of all women, called Mulierum Pean. 
Very fruytfuU and dele(^able vnto all the reders. 1557-58. 

f^amiur. The Honour of the Englilh Soldiery, Illuilrated by way of Parallel 
betwixt them and thofe of other Nations, in point of Difcipline and behaviour : 

Efpecially of France Set forth as a Warning to England againil 

admitting the Scots, or any other Forreiners under any pretence whatfoeuer 
.... i6i)i. 
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Srutdtarlhj* A Brown Dozen of Drunkards : (Ali-ass Drink-hards) whipt, 
and fhipt to the Ifle of Gulls : for their abufing of Mr. Malt the bearded Son, 
and Barley-broth, the brainleffe Daughter of Sir John Barley-come. Ail 
joco-ferioufly defcanted to our' Wine-drunk, Wrath-drunk, Zeale-drunk, 
llaggering Times .... 1648. 

^amllSf (William). The Scovrge of Drvnkennes. 1618. [Verse.] 

Eamenta^le complaints of Nick Froth the Tapfler and Pvleroft the 
Cooke, Concerning the reftraint lately fet forth, againfl drinking, potting, 
and piping on the Sabbath day, and againft felling meate. 1641. 

^liniSfjun (Geffrey). Essayes and Characters of a Prifon and Prifoners. 
With fome new Additions. 16 18. 

^tacfiam (Henry). Coach and Sedan, Pleafantly difputing for place and 
Precedence : The Brewer's-Cart being Moderator. 1636. ( Arber v. iv. p. 328. ) 

The worth of a Peny : or A Caution to keep Money. With the caufes 

of the fcarcity and mifery of the want hereof in thefe hard and mercileffe 
Times : as alfo how to fave it in our diet, Apparell, Recreations &c. And 
alfo what honefl Courfes men in want may take to live. 1 641. 
A Paradox, in the praife of a Dunce, to Smectymnus. 1642. 



9^ tittan. An Hvmble Petition offered to the right reuerend, honourable, and 
worfhipfuU eflates of this prefent Parliament aflfembled at Weftminfler Pallace : 
wherein the wandring Ghofl of the late Pyramis demolifhed lately in Paris, 
difcourfeth his hard fortunes, trauailes, and flrange accidents to the new 
Brittaine Monarchie 1606. 

^OtD^n (Thomas). A Welch Bayte to fpare Prouender. Or A looking backe 
vpon the Times pafl. Written Dialogue wife. This booke is diuided into 
three parts. The firfl, a biiefe difcourfe of Englands fecuritie while her late 
Maieflie was lining .... The fecond, A defcription of the Di(lra(5lions 

during her Maieflies fickeneffe The third. Of the AptnefTe of the 

Englifh and the Scotte to incorporate and become one entire Monarchie 
.... 1603. 

9rf parattue. A Preparatiue to Study : or the Vertve of Sack. 1641. [Verse]. 

Slaunlr a^aut nut Cnal'dFire. Or Chriflmas Entertainments. Containing 
Chriflmas Gambols, Tropes, Figures, &c. with abundance of Fiddle-Faddle 
Stuff, fuch as Stories of Fairies, Ghofts, Hobgoblins, Witches, Bull-Beggars, 
Rawheads and Bloudy-Bones, Merry Plays, &c. , for the Djverfion of Company 
on a cold Winter-evening, befides feveral curious Pieces relating to the 
Hiftory of old Father Chriflmas : fetting forth what Hofpitality has been, 
and what it is now. ... n.d, 

Com (!D0l*Crtt!)rf come to towne againe with his humors. Vnder which 
Humour is contained thefe particulars : viz. A Rope for a Parat. A Bable 
for a Foole. A Springe for a Woodcocke. And a Snare for a Foxe. 
Collected and publilhed to make honefl and wife men merry, or fooles and 
knaves mad. 1643. 

€/tD0 llnaflf IJ fnr a ^enni;. Or a Dialogue between Mr. Hord the Meal-man 
and Mr. Gripe the Broker. Wherein is Difcovered the unjufl and op- 
prefme pra(5lices of thofe Caterpillers ; to the great prejudice of the 
kingdome, efpecially the two Cities of London and Weflminfler. 1647. 
*^* Utterly unknown — and a unique exemplar. 

CpraiS Harins Megge. Planted againfl the walles of Melancholy. 1598. 
[Prose and Verse]. 
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{KBatten (Arthur). The Poore Mans Pailions. And Pouerties Patience. 

1605. [Verse], 
OZKurrnt (William), A Pleafant new Fancie of a Fondlings dcuice : Intitled 
and cald the Nvrcerie of Names. Wherein is prefented (to the order of our 
alphabet) the brandiihing brightneile of our EngiilTi Gentlewomen. Con- 
triued and written in this lail lime of vaca.tion ; and now firft publjlhed snd 
committed to printing, this prefcnl month of merry May. 158 1. [Verse]. 
tClje SEXanllFrfuI fflUuberU of Elizabeth Enioyer (1621). [Neither Giflbrd 
nor Dyce, when editing the "Witch of Edmonton," could get a sight of 
this striking tractate — a copy h.as now been found.] 
Finally, I think to include in the ' Puck Library ' a volume of 
Seleftions of complete Poems of Love and Pastoral from Wor- 
thies whose bulky Works frighten away most. For example, I 
agree with Mr. E. W. Gosse in his Essay in my Spenser, that it 
seems a pity to hide away in the two great quartos of the 
Chertsey Worthies' Library, the exquisite minor Poetry of 
Nicholas Breton. With reference to his " Passionate Shepherd " 
my friend thus writes ; — ■ 

"The book consists of four lyrical 'passions'to the Shepherdess Agiaia and of 
eleven 'sweet sonnets' . . The 'passions' are written in oclayllabic verse, so 
fresh and light and leaping, that the sound of them is Hke the babble of a rivulet 
descending a sunny meadow. The knowledge of English landscape disptayed, the 
gracious unaffected manner of its presentment, and the joyous laughing air of the 
speaker, are so delightful, and even in that rich age so rare, that we cannot but wish 
that this exquisite little volume might be presented to the general public" — (Gresart's 
Sprtistr, vol. iiL pp. xxviii-ix.) 

So too with John Davies of Hereford, Francis Quarles, 
George Wither, Roisert Greene, Barnabe Barnes, 
Richard Baknkield, and others. I see my way to give in a 
single voliime of the 'Puck Library' such a gathering of elder 
love and pastoral Poetry as will not be easily outmatched. Then 
I have planned another, to consist of two parts. 

(a) Overlooked minor Poems from Elizabethan-Jacobean- 
Carolian sources — scattered up and down in out-of-the- 
way books untracked by Anthologists and the like, 
(i) Overlooked minor Poems from the vast poetical literature 
of the present century. 
My experience is that as a rule (conceding exceptions) the ma- 
jority of volumes of Poetry that have poured forth from the 
press contain something or other — now a short lyric, now a son- 
net^worthy of preservation, grains of wheat worthy of being 
separated from the chaff-lieaps. I name two typical examples. 
In 1840 appeared " IX Poems by V." The rarest -capable 
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Judges pronounced the small booklet as simply priceless." Of 
'IX Poems by V.' we \Quarterly Revuw, Sept. 1840] say, in 
old Greek, Bai^ fikv oXX^ VOAA. It is an Ennead to which 
every Muse may have contributed her Ninth, The stanzas 
printed by us in Italics are, in our judgement, worthy of any 
one of our greatest poets in, his happiest moments." The au- 
thor of " Rab and his Friends" followed suit in golden phrase. 
Now the sorrow is that 'V,' went on writing and writing other 
Poems and at last coUefted them into a goodly-sized volume 
(relatively) ; whereas the " IX Poems " really sang the poetry 
that was in her. I would scarcely add a page to her im- 
mortal "IX Poems." Again — There is Henry Ellison and 
his " Mad- Moments " (printed at Malta, 2 vols. i2mo. 1833); 
and after-Prose and Verse. JOHN Brown uttered no paradox 
but gave demonstration in his quotations, when he pronounced 
"Mad Moments" to contain consummately perfect poetry. 
And so with every volume Ellison issued, avowedly or unavow- 
edly. But neither can it be denied that side by side with " brave 
translunary things " are poorest and meagrest. From all his 
Books I propose to make such Selections as will surprise those 
who do not know this remarkable Singer and man. Substan- 
tially this holds good with innumerable volumes of Verse. As 
volumes they are really all perishable and to be relegated to ob- 
livion, but in not a few you do come upon single poems that 
ought not to be lost sight of I never felt more assured of any- 
thing than of the acceptance of such a volume of Fugitive Poetry 
as is here indicated. 

So much for a general summary statement of the intended 
names of the " Puck Library." Few public or private libraries 
but must have such books among their un-suppHed desiderata. 
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II. Further Details of Books in so far as not given 

IN THE preceding. 

I. Jfoi^n ^iltOtU The following is a (nearly) chronological list 
TO vox s ^^ ^^^ Prose : but our classification will be 

according to the subje£l and importance of 
the successive books. 

(a ) Of Reformation touching Church Difcipline in England, and the Caufes that 

hitherto have hindered it : Two Books written to a Friend. 1641. 

(b) Of Prelatical Epifcopacy, and whither it may be deduced from the Apoflolical 

Times. . . . 1641. 

(c) Animadverfions upon the Remonflrants Defence againft Smectymnus. . . 1641. 

(d) The Reafon of Church Gouernment urg'd againft Prelaty. . . . 1641. 

(e) An Apology againft a Pamphlet call'd A Modeft Confutation of the Animad- 

verfions. . . . 1642. 

(f) The Do<5lrine and Difcipline of Divorce, Reftor*d, to the good of both Sexes 

from the Bondage of Canon Law. . . . 1643. (A 2nd edition enlarged.) 

(g) The Judgement of Martin Bucer concerning Divorce. . . . 1644. 

(h) Tetrachordon : Expofitions upon the Foure Chief Places in Scripture which 
treat of Marriage or Nullities in Marriage. . . . 1645. 

(i) Colafterion : a Reply to a Nameleffe Anfwer againft * The Dodlrine and Difci- 
pline of Divorce ' . . . 1645. 

(j) Of Education ... to Hartlib . . . 1 644. 

(k) Areopagitica : A Speech of Mr. John Milton for the Liberty of Unlicenfed 
Printing, to the Parliament of England. 1644. 

(I) The Tenure of Kings and Magiftrates, proving that it is lawfull to call to 
account a Tyrant or Wicked King, and after due conviction, to depofe and 
put him to^death. . , . 1648-9. 

(m) Articles of Peace, made and concluded with the Irifli Rebels, and Papifts . . . 
and a Reprefentation of the Scotch Presbytery of Belfaft in Ireland. . . . 1649. 

(n) EIKONOKAA2THS in Anfwer To a Book IntitFd EIKXIN BA5IAIKH, The 
Portraiture of his Sacred Majefty in his Solitude and Sufferings. 1649. (A 
2nd and enlarged edition.) 

(0) Pro Populo Anglicano Defenfio, contra Claudii Salmatii Defenfeonem Regiam. 
1651. 

(p) Defenfio Secunda pro Populo Anglicano contra infamem Libellum anonjrmum 
cui Titulus Regii Sanguinis Clamor ad Ccelum, 1654. [Translated by 
Archdeacon Wrangham, 18 16]. 

(q) Authoris pro fe Defenfio, and, Authoris ad Alexandri Mori Supplementum . 
Responiio. 1658-9. 

(r) Of Civil Power in Ecclefiaftical Caufes. 1659. 

(s) Confiderations touching the likelieft Meanes to remove Hirelings out of the 
Church. 1659. 

(t) Accedence Commenc't Grammer, with Rules for acquiring the Latin Tongue. 
1669. 
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(u) History of England .... 1670. 

(v) Artis Logicae plenior Institutio ad Petri Rami Methodum Concinnata. 1672. 

(w) Of True Religion, Herefy, Schifm, and Toleration, and what bell means may 
be ufed against the growth of Popery. 1672. 

(x) Epiftolse Familiares. 1674. 

(y) Prolufiones quzedan Oratorise in Collegio Chrifti habitae. 1674. 

(z) Brief History of Moscovia .... 1682. 

(aa) De Do<5lrina Chriftiana Libri Duo Poftumi. ... ("A Treatife on Chriftian 
Do<5lrine, compiled from the Holy Scriptures alone ; by John Milton. Trans- 
lated from the Original. By Charles R. Sumner, M. A. . .Cambridge 1825.") 

(bb) Original Papers . . . including Sixteen Letters of State . . . (Camden Society, 
vol. 75. 1859.) 

(cc) State Papers^and Declarations, Orations, Letters, etc. etc 

(dd) Minor Works, e.g.^ Letter to a Friend concerning the Ruptures of the Common- 
wealth. Ready and Safe way to eftablifh a Free Commonwealth, etc. 

Ascribed to him — "An Argument or Debate in Law of the Great Queftion con- 
cerning the Militia 1642. (pp. iv, 43.) [By J. M. C. L.] 

II. i^enrs VWL 2 vols. 

(a) Affertio fepte Sacrametor. aduerfus Marti. Luther, edita ab inuidliflimo Anglise 

& Fraciae rege, et do. Hyberniae Henrico ejus nominis o<5lauo. 1521. 

%* I shall have the use of no fewer than three differing editions of this 
year, 1 521, and others. Also Luther's answer, as originally 
published — "Contra Henricvm Re^em Anglise Martinus 
Luther. Wittembergae, 1522." 

(b) Epiftola inuidliflimi Regis anglie & Francie ad cefarea Maieftatem. Sacratiffimo 

ac potentiffimo Principi Dilo Maximiliano .... Henri cus Dei gratia . . . 

%* The Letter of Henry VHL to the Emperor Maximilian inviting him 
to join in a crusade against the Turks. 

(c) A glaffe of the truthe. 1530. 

♦^* The King's own defence of his divorce from Catharine of Arragon. 

(d) The determinations of the mode famous and mode excellent vniuerfities of Italy 

and Fraunce that it is fo vnlefull for a man to marie his brothers wyfe that 
the pope hath no power to difpence therewith. 1531. 

(<f) Minor things, e.g,^ State Papers, Letters, Notes, &c. 

(/) Translations of all the Latin in early quaint Englished versions and present-day 
where required. 

III. »enrs »otoarD, carl of \ ^ ^ 

iBLomamjiton^ i vol. j ^^^ P^^e o. 

IV. laDg anne ISaeoiu i vol. 

(a) An Apologie, or aunfwer in defence of the Church of England, conceminge the 
ilate of Religion vfed in the fame. Newly fet forth in Latine, and nowe 
tranilated into Englifhe. 1562 — and collations of later. 

{J}) Fourteene Sermons of Barnardine Ochyne. 1550, etc 

(f) Minor things. 
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V. mars, tountesd of $tmiiro&e. i vol. 

(a) Difcourfe of life and Death. Written by Ph. Momay. Antonius, a Tragedie 
written also in French by Ro. Gamier. Both done in Englifh by the Coun- 
tefle of Pembroke. 1592. 

ijb) Fugitive minor pieces in prose and verse. 

VI. STf^omad Faugl^an and ©r. %enrs JWore — 

Alchemical Books, 3 VOLS. 

1. Anthropofophia Theomagica : or a Difcourfe of the Nature of Man and his (late 

after death : Grounded on his Creator's Proto-Chimiftry, and verifi'd by a 
practicall Examination of Principles in the Great World. By Eugenius 
Philalethes. London, Printed by T. W. for H. Blunden at the Castle in 
Corn-hill. 1650. [i2mo.] Collation: Title-page — Epistle-dedicatory [Latin] 
4 pp. — to the Reader pp. 9 : Treatise pp. 65 : Advertisement to the Reader 
pp. 67-70. 

2. Anima Magica Abfcondita : or a Difcourfe of the univerfall Spirit of Nature, 

With his flrange, abftruse, miraculous afcent, and defcent. By Eugenius 
Philalethes. London, Printed by T. W. for H. B. 1650. [i2mo.] Collation : 
Title-page — To the Reader six leaves [unpaged] — Treatise pp 56 — ^Verses by 
H. B. I page. 

3. Magia Adamica : or The Antiquitie of Magic and the Defcent thereof from 

Adam downwards, proved. Whereunto is added a perfect and full Difcoverie 
of the true Coelum Terrae, or the Magician's Heavenly Chaos, and firfl Mat- 
ter of all Things. By Eugenius Philalethes. London, Printed by T. W. for 
H. Blunden, at the Caftle in Corn-hill. 1650. [i2mo.] Collation : Title- 
page, Epiftle-dedicatory, and to Reader, 12 leaves [unpaged], and Treatife 
pp. 140. 

4. The Man-Moufe taken in a Trap, and tortur'd to death for gnawing the Mar- 

gins of Eugenius Philalethes. Printed in Loudon, and fold at the Caflle in 
Cornhill. 1650. [i2mo.] Collation : Title-page, Epiflle-dedicatorie, 3 leaves 
[unpaged] — Verfes to the Author by P. B. and errata 2 leaves [unpaged] — 
Treatife pp. 116. 

5. The Second Wafti or The Moore Scoured once more, Being a Charitable Cure 

for the Diftra<5lions of Alazonomaflix. By Eugenius Philalethes. London, 
Printed by T. W., and are to be fold at the Caftle in Corn-hill. 1651. [i2mo.] 
Collation : Title-page — To the Reader pp. 7 — Verfes by H. M. pp. 6 — 
other Verfes pp. 2 — Treatife pp. 188 — Errata I page. 

6. Lumen de Lumine : or a new Magicall Light difcovered, and Communicated to 

the World. By Eugenius Philalethes. London, Printed for H. Blunden at 
the Caftle in Corne-hil. 1651. [i2mo.] Collation: Title-page — Epiftle- 
dedicatory 3 leaves [unpaged] — Latin Verses on Bodley I leaf [unpaged] — 
to the Reader 3 leaves [unpaged] — Treatife pp. 97. An Appendix entitled 
** Aphorifmi Magici Eugeniani," pp. 99-101 is often avranting. 

7. The fame and confeflion of the fraternity of R : C : Commonly, of the Rofie 

Crofs. With a preface annexed thereto, and a fhort Declaration of their 
Phyficall Work. By Eugenius Philalethes. London, Printed by J. M. for 
Giles Calvert, at the black fpread Eagle at the Weft end of Pauls, 1652. 
[i6mo.] Collation, a. i blank, a. 2 title-page. Publifher to the reader, 
a. 3-8 6 leaves ; the Preface 28 leaves : the Treatife 28 leaves : a fhort ad- 
vertifement to the reader 4 leaves. 
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8. Aula Lucis, or the Houfe of Light : a Difcourfe written in the year 1651, By 

S. N. a Modern Speculator. London, Printed for William Leake, and are 
to be fold at his (hop at the figne of the Crowne in Fleet Street, between the 
two Temple-Gates, 1652. [i2mo.] Collation : Title-page A i : To my befl 
and noblefl friend Saleucus Abantiades A 2-4 : to the prefent Reader, re- 
verfe of A. 4 and 5 : Aula Lucis A 6 — D 19 leaves, i page : a Pod Script to 
the Reader, reverfe of D — 5, i page, 3 leaves, i page : Corrigenda and Ad- 
vertifement of books printed or fold by William Leake, &c., 2 leaves. 
*#* The S. N. represents Thoma[s] Vaugha[n] : see Wood's Athense, j. w. 

9. Euphrates or the Waters of the Eaft : Being a fliort Difcourfe of that Secret 

Fountain, whofe Water flows from Fire ; and carries in it the Beams of the 
Sun and Moon. By Eugenius Philalethes. London, Printed for Robert 
Boulter, at the Turk s-head in Comhill, over againfl the Royall Exchange. 
1655. [i2mo.] Collation : Title-page— To the Reader 6 leaves [unpaged]— 
Treatife pp. 124. 

10. The Chymifts Key to fhut, and to open : Or the true dodlrine of Corruption 

and Generation, in ten brief Aphorifmes, illuflrated with mofl plain and faith- 
full commentaries out of the pure light of Nature. By that Judicious and 
Induflreous Artift, Henry Nollivs. Publifhed by Eugenius Philalethes. 
London, Printed by E. B. for L. Lloyd at the Caftle In Comhill. 1657. 
[i8mo.] Collation : Title-page — to the Reader 5 leaves [unpaged] — Trea- 
tife pp. 63. 

Posthumous, 

11. A Breif Natural Hiflory intermixed with variety of Philofophical Difcourfes : 

and Obfervations upon the Burnings of Mount Etna. With Refutations of 
fuch Vulgar Errours as our modern Authours have omitted. By Eugenius 
Philalethes. London, Printed for Samuel Smelt, next door to the Caftle 
near Moor-gate. 1669 [i2mo]. Collation: Title-page — To the Reader 6 
leaves [unpaged] — Treatife pp. 120. ' 

I add the title-pages of Dr. Henry More*s two Attacks on 
Eugenius Philalethes : 

1. Obfervations upon Anthropofophia Theomagica, and Anima Magica Abfcondita. 

By Alazonomaftix Philalethes. Printed at Parrhefia^ but are to be fold by 
O. Pullen, at the Rofe in Paul's Churchyard, 1650. [i2mo.] Collation : 
Title-page — Epiftle two leaves [unpaged] — Treatife pp. 94 — blank leaf — 
Verfes to the Author, two leaves [unpaged], 

2. The Second Lafh of Alazonomaftix : Containing a folid and ferious Reply to a 

very uncivill Anfwer to certain Obfervations upon Anthropofophia Theoma- 
• gica, and Anima Magica Abfcondita. Printed by the Printers to the Uni- 
verfity of Cambridge. 165 1 [i2mo]. Collation: Title-page — Epiftle-dedi- 
catory pp. 3-4 — Verfes pp. 5-7 — To the Reader pp. 8-16 — To Eugenius 
Philalethes pp. 17-19 — Treatife pp. 21-208 : Index three leaves [unpaged]. 

VII. ]So0&j$ Of SFesst atiD Bffllit 4 vols. See pp. lo-i i. 

VIII. STf^omaft Cordate* 3 vols. See page 12. 

' Wood in ATHENiE states that Olor Iscanus {i.e. Henry Vaughan) had not included 
this in the list of his brother's books, and so he assigns it to some other. Its whole 
substance and style are in accord with his previous writings, and it might readily be 
by inadvertence omitted. 
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13-16. jPulite (firtiltlle, Enrlr 3Broailf'i$ Works, inverse and Prose. 4 vols. 
Large paper, 12s. 6d. per vol. (early raised to 21s.); small paper, 8s. 8d. 
(early raised to los. 6d. ) 

17-20. I^rnrp ^augi^an, Complete Works in Verse and Prose. 4 vols., 4to, 21s. 
per vol. (raised to £2 2s. per vol.. and not obtainable). 8vo, 12s. 6d. per 
vol. ; small paper, 7s. 8d. 

21-22. l&tt|)arlr Crai$]^al»'i$ Works. 2 vols., 4to, £1 ns. 6d. pervol.f; 8vo, 
I2S. 6d. per vol. ; small paper, los. 6d. 

23-24. IBr. 30^n I90nnt'i$ Poems. 2 vols, 4to, £2 2s. per vol. ; 8vo, 12s. 6d. 
per vol. ; small paper, 8s. 8d. 

25-28. ^nlrrtlD n^ariiririS Works in Verse and Prose. 4 vols., 4to, £\ lis. 6d. 

(raised to £2 2s. per vol.); 8vo, 21s. per vol. ; small paper, los. 8d. per vol. 

29. l&a!l£rt^0Utt)&)£iri^ Poems. I vol., 4to.,;^2 2s.; 8vo, I5s.6d.; small paper, 9s. 

30-31. 4>ir Pi^iltp ^Urne^'l^ Poems. 2 vols., 4to, £\ lis. 6d. per vol.; 8vo, 
1 5s. 6d. ; small paper, 9s. 8d. 

32-34. (fltorge l^erfl^rt'l^ Works in Verse and Prose. 3 vols., 4to, raised to £1 
IIS. 6d. per vol. ; 8vo, 15s. 6d.; small paper, 8s. 6d. 

35. Cl^rtl^tOpiirr fearbet?'^ Poems (as supplement to Herbert). i vol., 4to, 
raised to £\ lis. 6d. ; 8vo, 15s. 6d. ; small paper, 8s. 6d. 

36-9. ^itf«lIanteiS, viz. :— 

Vol. I. The Poems of Lord Bacon — of Bishop Jeremy Taylor — The *Temptacyon, ' 

a sacred Play, by Bishop Bale — Poems of William Harbert — of Humfrey 

Gifford — of Dr. William Loe. 
Vol. II. Andrewe's * Anatomy of Basenesse ' — Henry Lok's 'Sornets of Christian 

Passions,' &c. — Markham's * Teares of the Beloved ' and * Marie Magdalen's 

Teares. ' 
Vol. III. Tuke's * Holy Evcharist' — Fraunce's *Countesse of Pembroke's Emanuel ' 

— ^John Norris of Bemerton's Poems — Viscount Falkland's collected Poems — 

Fletcher's * Licia, ' or Poems of Love — and Lever's * Crucifixe or Hplie 

Passion,' and * Quene Elizabeth's Teares.' 
Vol. IV. wPoems of Christopher Brooke — of Lord Vaux, Earl of Oxford — Robert 

and Walter, Earls of Essex ; Sir Edward Dyer and his * Praise of Nothing'; 

Two Enterludes ; Jacke Jugeler and Godly Queen Hester — Luminalia. With 

Memorial-Introductions, and Notes and Illustrations. Large paper now £2 2s. 

per vol. ; small paper, >f i is. per vol. 

The Fuller Worthies' Library embraces pre-eminent authors 
never before collected, and so nowhere available except in its 
editions. Each Worthy has a Memorial-Introduction, Notes and 
Illustrations, etc., based on original researches. In almost every 
case large new materials — hitherto unknown — have been added. 
Only a very few separate Authors of this Series are now obtainable. 



IV. Chertsey Worthies' Library. 14 vols. 4to. 

1. Nicholas Breton. 2 vols. 5. Dr. Henry More, i vol. 

2. John Davies of Hereford. 2 vols. 6. Francis Quarles. 3 vols. 

3. Joshua Sylvester. 2 vols. 7. Abraham Cowley. 2 vols. 

4. Dr. Joseph Beaumont. 2 vols. 
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* I find now thai only three complete sets of this Series tan be maiie up. These 
will be fiirnisbed preferablylo PuWic Libraries ot Literary Men at ^3 3s, per 
vol. i.t',, ^■44 2s. complete. Separattlv, only a very few copies of Sylvester 
(^3 Ss.), Quarles (^'9 9s,), Beaumont \£,i 5^. ), Cowley (^5 55,) remain. 



V. The Huth Library. 35 vols. 



Robert Greene. 12 vols. 
Thomas Nashe, 4 vols. 
Gabriel Harvey, a voU. 
George Whetstone, 4 vols. 
Thomas Dekker, 4 vols. 
Sir Philip Sidney (pioae.) 4 vols. 
Sir Thomas Hoby, 3 vols. 



larye paper £z 2s. per vol (SO copies.} 
demySvo.^I 5s. 6d. per vol. (50 copies.) 
cr. 8vo. 125. 6(1. per vol. (50 eopie*.) 



d fot large paper and demy S 



VI. Occasional Issues of Unique and Very Rare 
Books. 38 vols. 

(No, t, 30 copies; No. 2, 40 copies ( 1S76-7-8-9, 50 copies; 1880-I, 62copiK,) 

1. 3Bama6£38antri, (ti) Parthenophiland Parihenophe, isgj: (i) Divine Centurie 

of SpirimsU Sonnets. 1595. £1 3s. 

2. Bumtreij eiflorll, Pofie of Gilloflowers. 1580. £,z 12a. 6d. 

3. EtBilliHmaaarWtEll, (u) Mirrha the Mother of Adonis, iGo? 1 (4) Hirenand the 

Kaiie Grceke. 161 1. ^I 7s. 6d. 

4. fiilrtf Jltlrijcr, LL.D. Licia or Poemcs of Loue, and Riling to the Crowne 

of Richard the Third. 1593. £1 is. 

5. JSarttldlilmctD firtffin, Fidefla, more chafte ihan klnde. 1596. /i is. 

6. Ssmcd ^rEtf^am, The Piflvre of Iticell. Liuely Fortniifled in the Hitlorie of 

Cinlras and Myrrha, 1626. 17s. 6d. 

7. £BinUcI jiid)DUail, Acolaftus His After. Witte, l6oQ. 17s. M. 

8. Ca. j9arttfi, Curtaine Drawer of Ibe World. l6l2. ^1 is. 

9. fitltrit Suittiii, The Scourge of Venus, or The Wanlon Lady. Willi the rart^ 

Birth of Adonis. 1614. ^1 is. 
la 3Kirl)BTll 1linrt)r, DieDa, Cerlaine Sonnets adioyned to the amorous Poem of 

Don Dieeo and Ginevia, 1596. I55. 
II. (HH. ft. Barley-Breake or A Warning for Wantons. 1607. los. 6d. 
la. CH. PertDi Sonnets to Ae Faireft Ctelia. 1594. 15s. 

13. 9lIOIlOIIUiaJ, (a) Comu^:opi»!, Pafquil's Night-cap ; or Antidol for the Head- 

ache, i6(Z ; (*) Pttfquil's PaUnodia, and his pr(^ene to the Taverne, where 
after the Survey of liie Sellar, you are prefented with a plealani pynte of 
Poelicall Sherry. 1619. £2 5s. 6d. 

14. QQlTIiatn ^tnitb, Chloris, or the Compiaim of the paffionate defpifed Shep- 

herd. 1596, ijs. 
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15. ^zXtX QOTootr^OtliSf , Democritvs his Dreame. Or, The Contention between 

the Elephant and the Flea. 1605. £\ 5s. 6d. 

16. 3RoBrrt SBoilfr, Amtalia Dubren/ta, Vpon the yeerely celebration of Mr. 

Robert Dover's Olimpick Games vpon Cotfwold Hills. Written by Michael 
Drayton, Efq., John Truffell, Gent, William Durham, Oxon., William Denny, 
Efq., Thomas Randall, Gent., Ben. Johnfon, John Dover, Gent., Owen 
Feltham, Gent., Francis Izod, Gent., Nicolas Wallington, Ox., John Ballard, 
Oxon. , Timothy Ogle, Gent., William Ambrofe, Oxon., William Baffe, Gent., 
Capt. Mewfe .... Shack. Marmyon, Gent. , 1636 £1 us. 6d. 

17. JSnii^tXt ^^tittX^ Loves Martyr: or Rofalins Complaint. Allegorically shadow- 

ing the truth of Love, in the Conftant Fate of the Phoenix and Turtle. A 
Poeme enterlaced with much varietie and raritie ; now firft tranflated out of 
the venerable Italian Torquato Creliano, by Robert Chefter. With the true 
legend of famous King Arthur, the lad of the Nine Worthies, being the tirft 
Effay of a new Brytifh Poet : coUedled out of diuerfe Authenticall Records. 
To thefe are added lome new compofitions, of feverall modeme Writers, 
whole names are fubfcribed to their feverall workes, vpon the firft Subjedl : 
viz, the Phoenix and Turtle. 1601. £2 2s. 

18. )^mrp CtHiSlSt, Vertues Commonwealth : or, The Highway to Honour. 

Wherein is difcouered, that although by the difguifed craft of this age, vice 
and hypocrifie may be concealed, yet by time (the triall of truth) it is moft 
plainly reuealed. Neceflary for age to moue diligence, profitable for youth to 
Ihun wantonneffe : and bringing to both at laft defired happineffe. 1603. 
£1 7s. 6d. 

19. S(o!)n fBidattl^Otly (a) The Shepheardes Complaint, a paffionate Eclogue . . . 

wherevnto are annexed other conceits, briefly exprefllng the efledts of Loues 
impreflions, and the juft punifiiment of afpiring beautie. n.d. {d) Arisdas, 
Euphues amidjl his Jlumbers: or, Cupids loumey to Hell, Decyphering a 
myrror of Conftancie a Touchftone of tried affecfHon, begun in chafte defires, 
ended in choife delights : and emblazoning Beauties glorie, adorned by 
Nature's bountie. With the trivmph of true Loue in the foyle of falfe 
Fortvne. 1594. {c) Greene in Conceipt, New raifed from his graue to 
write the Tragique Hiftorie of fare Valeria of London. Wherein is truly 
Difcouered the rare and lamentable iffue of a hufbands dotage, a wiues 
leudnefle, and children's difobedience. 1598. £2. 3s. 6d. 

20. :^attf)t&) <SrOtl0, The Poems of ; viz.. The moft famous and Tragicall Hiftorie 

of Pelops and Hippodomia. Whereunto are adioned fundrie pleafant devices. 
Epigrams, Songesand Sonnettes. 1587. £\ 5s. 6d. 

21. (IKJtoarlr (l^ilptn, Skialetheia^ or a Shadowe of Truth, in certaine Epigrams 

and Satyres. 1598. 17s. 6d. 

22. 3BiiSlbnp %&!!, {a) Virgidemiarum : Sixe Bookes. Firft Three Bookes of 

Toothleffe Satyrs, i. Poeticall. 2. Academicall. 3. Morall. 1597-8. 
(^) Minor Poems. £2 2s. 

23. (in^Oma^ ^afDrlly The Poems of: viz., (a) The Arbor of Amitie, wherein is 

comprifed pleafant Poems and pretty Poefies. 1568. {b) New Sonets and 
Pretie Pamphlets. 1567-8. {c) His Deuifes, for his owne exercife and his 
Friends pleafure. 1581. £\ us. 6d. 

24, ^iUrmos dPant* ^arl of ©Kettmorrlanlr. Otia Sacra. 1648. £2 2s. 

25. ^turniJinOUS^, Alcilia Philoparthen's Louing Follie. 1595. £\ 5s. 6d. 

26. Sl0^n ^ariStatl, («) The Metamorphofis of Pigmalion's Image, And Certaine 

Satyres. 1598. (^) The Scourge of Villanie. (f) The Whipper of the Satyre, 
&c. 1601. [d) Minor Poems. £2 2s. 
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27. Ei)amai^. 3BaiStarlr» The Poems of: viz., {a) Chreftoleros. Seuen Bookes of 

Epigrammes. 1 598. (b) Celebration of King James I. (Latin). 1605. 
£1 7s. 6d. 

28. 2lO]bn:t ^rmtn, {a) "Foole vpon Foole, or Sixe Sortes of Sottes." 1605. 

With additions from "A Neft of Ninnies." 1608. {b) The Hiftory of the 
two Maids of Moreclacke. With the life and fimple manner of lohn in the 
Hofpitall. 1609. (c) The Italian Taylor and his Boy. 1609. £2 2s.- 

29. SCntt^aniJ ^tnltAtX aiUf 3>05n MagturUrtf • {a) Diaphantvs, or The Paffions 

of Love. Comicall to Reade, but Tragicall to Acl : As full of W^it as Ex- 
perience .... Whereunto is added The paffionate man's Pilgrimage. 1604. 
\b) Dolarnys Primerofe, or The firft part of the paffionate Hermit : wherein is 
expreffed the liuely paffions of Zeale and Loue, with an alluding difcourfe to 
Valours ghoft. Both pleafant and profitable if iudicioufly read, and rightly 
vnderftood .... 1606. £2 2s. 

30. ^nonj^maus^. Swetnam the Woman Hater arraigned by [Women. 1620. 

£1 IIS. 6d. 

31. Xlafltrt Cnftr, Alba. The Months Minde of a melancholy Louer. . . 1598. 

With full quotations from ** Laura. The Toyes of a Traveller. Or the feaft 
ofFancie. 1597." £2 5s. 6d. 

32. Smrs CMiUnlbW — Willobie his Avifa or The true Pidture of a modeft Maid, 

and of a chad and conftant wife .... the like argument whereof was never 
here to fore publifhed .... 1594. With — The Apologie (hewing the true 
meaning of Willobie his Avifa .... 1596, and the Vidlorie of Englifh 
Chaftitie vnder the famed name of Avifa .... 1596, and Penelope's Com- 
plaint or a Mirror for wanton Minions .... by Peter Colfe, 1596. £2 2s. 

33. ^tlOnj^milUi^, Choice, Chance, and Change, or Conceites in their Colours. 

1606. £1 IS. 

34. C^arleiS dPit^jW^rtp, The Poems of: y\z,\{a) Sir Francis Drake. 1596. 

{b) Bleffed Birth-day : Holy Tranfports, etc. , etc. £2 2s. 

35. ^nOtlj^mOU^, {a) Polimanteia .... Whereunto is added, a Letter from 

England to her three daughters, Cambridge, Oxford, Innes of Court, and to 
all the reft of her inhabitants : perfwading them to a conftant vnitie of what 
religion foever they are, for the defence of our dread Soveraigne, and native 
Cuntry .... 1 595. {b) A Queft of Enquirie by Women to know whether 
the Tripe-woman was trimmed. 1595. £1 us. 6d. 

36. 3&ic|)arlr ^JiXt\B^ Godfrey of BvUoigne, or the Recouerie of Hiervfalem. An 

Heroicall poeme written in Italian by Seign. Torquato Taffo, and tranflated 
into Englifh by R. C. Gent .... 1594. £1 lis. 6d. 

37. ^noni^tnOUl^, {a) a True Coppie of a Difcourfe written by a Gentleman em- 

ployed in the late Voyage of Spain and Portugall : Sent to his particular 
Friend, and by him publifhed for the better fatisfa<5lion of all fuch, as having 
been reduced by partial report, have entered into conceipts tending to the dis- 
credit of the enterprize, and adlors in the fame : {b) JS^nfitXt Prtcftft'^, 
Honor's Fame in Triumoh Riding, or the Life and Death of the late Honor- 
able Earle of Essex. 1604. £1 us. 6d. 

38. Supplement of Notes and lUuftrations to the whole Series of Occafional Iffues. 

2 IS. [In the Press.] 

*#* Complete Sets of these Occasional Issues are not now to be had at 
any price. Only a very few copies, mainly of some of the later 
issues obtainable from the 12 extra printed. 
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VII, Extra Books. 

I. The 90em^ of (SfOrflf JBaniel, 'Cavalier.' 4 vols. 4to.— from the MSS. in 
the British Museum never before printed. Portrait (steel);f4 4s. 

•#* Out of Print. 

2 ^t nWflnardbu of ^an. By Sir John Eliot, 2 vols. 4to — from the original 
MSS. in the British Museum. Portraits (steel), £,2 12s. 6d. 

3. {a) %xi apaloffte f0r docratf 0, n. d. 

(Jb) ^egatlum ^O^tn'Ontm or Transactions of the First Two Parliaments of 
Charles I. : By Sir John Eliot. 2 vols 4to — from the original MSS. at Port 
Eliot, with Additions from other MSS. there. £2. 12s. 6d. 

4. ic) S9e %ViXt ^TiSt^isXvi, Sir John Eliot's great treatise on Government and 

Law — with Additions from other unpublished MSS. at Port Eliot and his 
Letter-Book. 2 vols. 4to. £z 12s. 6d. [Raised to Ten guineas per set of 
6 vols.] 

5. The^flfm^ofXlCdiarlrSfamtlS, B.D. (i) iter Lancastrense. (2) Legend and 

Defence of the Noble Knight and Martyr, Sir John Oldcastel. (3) The 
Muses Dirge — great Poem on Shakespeare — Sacred Poems from MSS. — 
Minor and fugitive Poems — letter- treatise * Whether it were allowable to put 
a King to death * — a Memoir and Notes and Illustrations, i thick vol. 4to. 
Now ^2 I2s. 6d. 

The *Iter Lancastrense* is one of our very few local descriptive 
poems. It is full of delightful glimpses of old Lancashire and 
beyond. The *Falstaff' Epistle-dedicatory and the great poem 
on Shakespeare, are of rarest interest to Shakespeareans. Alto- 
gether a notable man and this first and only collection of his 
Poems, a notable book. 

6. Cfte Ccrtonle^ MSS. i. The spending of the Money of Robert Nowell of Reade 

Hall, Lancashire ; Brother of Dean Alexander Nowell, 1568-80 — from the 
original MS. at Townley Hall, Lancashire, pp. Iv. and 445. Large paper. 
£2 I2S. 6d. : small paper, ;£■ I is. 2. English Jacobite Ballads, Songs and 
Satires, etc., from the MSS. at Townley Hal!, Lancashire, pp. xxviii. and 
200. Large paper, ;f I lis. 6d. ; small paper, ;,£ i is. 

There have been few * Finds ' more remarkable than these by 
the Master of the Rolls* Historical Commission. The * Spending' 
for the first time supplies priceless information on the early life 
and education of Edmund Spenser and many of his contem- 
poraries. Indeed among the hundreds (almost thousands) of 
names are few families of Lancashire without illustration. The 
Editor and Mr. W. A. Abram, the Historian of Blackburn, have 
fully annotated the names and things, and so supplied a notice- 
able body of new data on very many family-names. The 
* English Jacobite Ballads * give light on the strong feeling in 
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favour of the Stuarts and against the reigning house, and con- 
versely. 

7. For the Roxburghe Club — The Complete Poems of Richard Barnfield, author 

of * As it fell upon a day,' etc., mis-assigned to Shakespeare. With Memo- 
rial-Introduction and Notes and Illustrations, and numerous Fac-similes. 
I vol., 4to. (Not now to be had.) 

8. For the Chetham Society — The Dr. Farmer MS. in the Chetham -Library. 

With Memorial- Introduction and Notes and Illustrations, and fac-simile of 
Raleigh's *The Lie.' 2 vols., 4to. 

9. The Prose Works of William Wordsworth. 3 vols., 8vo. 
Of No, 6, a very few copies only are no^v to be obtained. 



VIII. The new Spenser and Samuel Daniel. 

The complete works in Verse and Prose of Edmund Spenser 
and Samuel Daniel. Edited, with new Lives based on original 
researches, and Notes and Illustrations, by the Rev. Alexander 
B. Grosart, LL.D., FSA., St. George's, Blackburn, Lancashire : 
In association with Professor Angus, LL.D., London ; The Rev. 
Thomas Ashe, M.A., Crewe ; Professor Child, LL.D., Harvard 
University, Cambridge, U.S.A. ; The Right Honourable the Lord 
Chief Justice of England ; Professor Edward Dowden, LL.D. 
Trinity College, Dublin ; Edmund W. Gosse, Esq., London ; The 
Rev. William Hubbard, Manchester ; Professor Henry Morley, 
LL.D., London; Dr. Brinsley Nicholson, London ; George Saints- 
bury, Esq., London ; Francis Turner Palgrave, Esq., LLD., Lon- 
don ; Aubrey de Vere, Esq., Curragh Chase, Adare ; Professor 
Ward, M.A., Owens College, Manchester ; Rev. Richard Wilton, 
M.A., Londesborough Rectory; William Aldis Wright, Esq., M.A., 
LL.D., Trinity College, Cambridge. Etc. Etc. Etc. 

Prices for new Subscribers : 

Spenser, 8 vols. cr. 8vo, 7s. 6d. per vol. ; demy 8vo, 12s. 6d.; 
sm. 4to. (for *The Spenser Society'), 12s. 6d. ; large paper, post 
4to. £2 I2S. 6d. 

*5jc* A few vacancies for large paper and demy 8vo. still. 

Daniel, 4 vols. cr. 8vo, 7s. 6d. per vol. ; demy 8vo, 12s 6d. ; 
sm. 4to (for *The Spenser Society*), 12s. 6d. ; large paper, post 
4to, £2 2s. Ibid, 

*5ic* The names of Subscribers for the large paper (post 4to) 
will be printed in Vol. I. of each. 
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Already issued. 

Vol. II. The Shepheard*s Calendar, with Various Readings. 
Vols. .III. and IV. The Minor Poems. 
■ Vols. V. and VL Faery Queen (in the press) for Midsummer. 



IX. Private (steel) Portraits. 

1. G^mttnlr i^prniteT> from the original painting lent by the Countess of Chester- 

field, Bretby Park. 
•ii* All the three forms were taken up in a few weeks, and the plate destroyed. 
Not now obtainable. 

2. 9o||n Milt0n> from the engraving published during his lifetime (1670) by 

Faithome ad vivum. 

3. 9ll)lrcSD iffarbtU, from the original painting in the British Museum. 

4. ^^OmSlE Ottoaj^t from the original painting lent by the Countess of Chesterfield. 

** Charming his face, and charming was his verse." 

William Oldys, in his famous annotated copy of Langbaine's 
Dramatick Poets (British Museum, c. 28, g. i), thus writes of 
Otway : " There is an excellent and beautiful Picture of Mr. 
Otway, who was a fine portly graceful Man, now among the 
Poeticall Collection of the Lord Chesterfield (I think it was 
painted by John Ryley,) in a full bottom wig, and nothing like 
that Quakerish Figure which Knapton has impost on the world." 
Interlined is the following : " was of middle size, about 5 -ft. 7-in., 
inclinable to corpulency, had thoughtful yet lively and as it were 
speaking eyes.*' Having been unreservedly entrusted — as before 
with the priceless EDMUND Spenser — by Lady Chesterfield of 
Bretby Park, with this authenticated original portrait of the author 
of Vefiice Preserved and The Orphan — the entire gallery of the 
' Poeticall Collection ' being still in admirable preservation — I 
have had it engraved, in every way worthily, by W. J. Alais, Esq., 
of London. The size of the steel-plate is 1 1 in. x 9 in.; the portrait 
itself, /in. x Sin.; artist's proofs, on paper 30 in. x 22 in.; lettered 
proofs and prints, 22 in. x 13^ in. A more attractive engraving it 
is impossible to think of, while no one will dispute the authority 
of so sound and careful an antiquary as William Oldys, or 
hesitate henceforth to dismiss Knapton's spurious as uncharacter- 
istic portrait. Of my engraving I will leave one well qualified, to 
pronounce judgement — the writer of a recent brilliant critical 
paper on Thomas Otway in Cornhill (December, 1877). 
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Edmund W. Gosse, Esq., Poet and Critic, thus acknowledges 
an early impression, indeed the very first : " My dear Dr. Grosart, 
A thousand thanks for the beautiful gift that has reached me. 
This is, indeed, a portrait worthy of that great and unfortunate 
poet. It is just what I have always imagined that Otway must 
■ be. I value it extremely, and thank you most heartily for what 
I shall always prize among my especial treasures," 



6. 9irci)IlUI^0)l fttis^totl, fiom an exquisite original miniature formerly in pos-^cs- 
sionofhis sistei — never before engraved, and now engraved in fac-simile. 
A feuf copies only remain: 21s., los. 6d., 7s. 6d. 

Of above (2 to 5) only a very few impressions in any form are 
obtainable ; {a) Artist's proofs, ;£3 3s. ; {b) Lettered proofs, £2 
23.; (c) Prints,;^! is. These are (practically) the only large 
ENGRAVED PORTRAITS of their Subjects that ever have been pro- 
duced ; and they have won universal admiration from all who 
have seen them. A few separate impressions of the portraits of 
Sir Philip Sidney, Father Southwell (from an original 
never before engraved), MaRVELl, GEORGE HERBERT and his 
Father and Mother, Donne (from an original miniature), and 
Bishop Croft, from the Fuller Worthies' Library, may still 
be had. 
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